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Clubs launch meeting – 13 April 2016
Note of meeting
1.

Roger Pugh welcomed all to the meeting and introduced Mark Arthur, CE, Yorkshire CCC.

2.

Mark congratulated everyone on the progress achieved in setting up the new league, and looked
forward to the new Premier League structure coming into play over the next two weeks. He wished
all clubs good luck for the new season in the race for Dubai.

3.

RP said that it will be a very competitive league, and that the committee wants it to be a league that
we can all be proud of. He thanked the committee for all their work and support over the last year
and the clubs for their support with the pre-season newsletter, urging them to continue by
supporting the weekly newsletter during season, and saying that it is important that we generate
publicity for the league and our sponsors. RP said that despite all the work done, we won’t have got
everything right at the beginning, but are committed to listening and changing if necessary – all
ideas are welcome. He said that in the event of any problems or queries, he was only on the end of a
phone or email, and looked forward to seeing as many people as possible on his travels around all
the grounds during the season.

4.

Procedural updates:
i.

Playing conditions. RP explained the two small changes that have been made to the YSPL
playing conditions for the coming season:
4
Start of play. Unless ground or weather conditions do not permit, all games will start at
12.30pm. No game will start after 4.15pm, unless tea has been taken, when play may
commence no later than 4.45pm.
9 iii Umpires will apply a very strict and consistent interpretation of the law relating to leg-side
wide balls. Any ball passing down the leg side of the batsman and outside the line of the
leg stump, which does not come into contact with the bat or any part of the batsman’s
person, will be called and signalled ‘wide ball,’ regardless of any movement on the
batsman’s part, other than to play a ‘reverse sweep’ or ‘switch hit.’ In the latter
circumstances, the ball will not be considered a ‘wide ball’ simply because it has passed
the batsman on what would have been his leg-side.
ii.

Play Cricket/TCS. Steve Ward confirmed the requirements that all players should be registered
on Play Cricket before the game commences. He is able to approve players on Play Cricket
right up to the start time if notified. He also said that a scorers training day took place
recently, and that all scorers are now conversant with TCS and are able to use Live Scores.
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iii.

Match reporting procedures. RP explained that captains would need to complete electronic
reports on pitches and umpires after all league matches. The attached guidance has been
prepared to help with this.

iv.

DBS. Ray Knowles expressed his disappointment that, only two weeks from the start of the
season, seven of our captains are not DBS cleared. He pointed out clearly the consequences of
failure to follow the Safe Hands policy (as required by the League constitution) in the event of
an incident occurring. He said that he would be happy to help or advise any clubs on this
issue.

v.

Ball issues. RP asked any club with concerns or issues about the league balls to contact him.

Operation of the Duckworth Lewis Stern system. Kevin Motley gave a short presentation on the DLS
system that will be used to decide the result in all league and cup matches when ground, weather or
light conditions cause stoppages totalling 30 minutes or more after play has started. If this point is
reached:
•

the umpires will determine how many overs are lost and advise the scorers

•

the scorers will work out the par score which the team batting second has to beat to win the
game, and, in the second innings, will print out a table showing the par scores by over

•

the umpires will ensure that captains are fully informed

Feedback from the umpires’ pre-season meeting. RP provided feedback, covering the following
points:
•

Umpires appointments will be shown on Who’s The Umpire, the league website and in the
weekly newsletter.

•

Umpires’ fees. A flat £50 fee is payable once the umpires are on the ground – this should be
paid, at tea or beforehand, by the home club (each team pays one umpire in the KO cup).

•

Ground, weather & light. Umpires will be following reinforced ECB guidance following a recent
court case – see attached note.

•

Intelligent fielding. A new law change allows a fielder to move significantly, after the ball comes
into play, but before it reaches the striker, if this is in response to the stroke the striker is
playing, or that his actions suggest he is intending to play.

•

Vacating the field of play. Practice will be allowed on the field and square, except the strip being
used and two strips either side, until five minutes before the start or restart – all players must
then leave the field until the umpires enter the field.

•

Discipline. Several important points had been made, as follows:
∗

as this is a new league with increased competiveness, we must start as we mean to go on
– the Yorkshire League had a very good record, which we want to maintain

∗

umpires pre-match discussion with captains – we have emphasised the importance,
particularly in the early weeks of the season, to be clear about what behaviour is
acceptable and what is not, and what umpires expect from the captains

∗

umpires will briefly answer questions on the field, provided that they are put respectfully,
but they should be available for more detailed discussions with captains afterwards

∗

behaviour between players – good natured banter is fine and part of the game but, if it is
prolonged, umpires should intervene; they should always intervene quickly if interaction
becomes aggressive, confrontational or personal – the object is to prevent escalation into
a serious incident

∗

‘send-offs’ and throwing the ball at other players are totally unacceptable
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∗

behaviour towards the umpire – it is acceptable for captains to question a decision
provided that it is done respectfully; frustration is part of the game and players will
disagree with decisions – how this is expressed is key; aggressive and threatening
behaviour and personal insults are totally unacceptable

∗

consistency – this is a very difficult issue but we strive to achieve it; we know it is
something players talk about all the time but umpires are all human and do have different
interpretations and thresholds

∗

reporting – where formal reporting is appropriate we have told umpires we expect them
to do so; if umpires they are unsure as to whether to report an incident, they should sleep
on it and/or take advice – it is important to ‘get it right’;

∗

even where no formal report is made, umpires have been asked to advise then League if
they had to speak to a player about his behaviour – if a particular player is mentioned on
repeated occasions we will tell the club concerned and ask them to speak to him

Other business
•

RP said that Chris Taylor, from our sponsor All Rounder, had apologised for his absence, and
said that he would write out to club chairmen

•

League ties are still available at £10 each

Close. RP closed the meeting, wishing all clubs the very best for the season.

How to complete captains’ marks online
This year we are using the Cherwell system, which is located on the Hunters York & District Senior Cricket League
website results centre. Marks are only required for league games.
The link to the website is www.cricketresultscentre.com/ydscl/index.php. This link will also be on our website.
When you click on the link to the website you will see:

Go into Submit Forms – YPLN/YSPL/SYL – Captains Marks, where you will see:

Select the league – Yorkshire South Premier League.
Then click ‘confirm’ which will open the report form to complete.

•
•
•
•
•
•

select the umpires - they should already be in the drop down boxes – if so, please check the names
are correct
put in your marks - add any additional comments.
check the form
put in your name
select your club
submit the form – forms must be submitted by the Thursday following the game
In case of any problem please contact Roger Pugh on 07887 732176

Reinforced guidance to umpires on ground, weather and light conditions
Following a recent court case, where legal action was taken against the match umpires, following an injury
to a player in wet conditions, ECB has issued strengthened guidance to umpires on the action they need to
take.
Umpires are advised to act together at all times; in particular, to agree what they will say about the
conditions, not to depart from that, and to communicate, in the first instance, their decision to the
captains together. They must note down the results of their inspections and action taken at all times. In
general, the guidance is likely to make umpires more cautious about starting or re-starting play in
conditions that are not ideal.
It might appear to be common sense for umpires to answer innocent and understandable questions from
other players, officials and spectators, but, unfortunately, there is a danger that a well-intentioned ‘offthe-cuff’ remark might be used against them at a future time, so they are advised to get into discussions on
conditions only with the captains.
We ask that clubs make their players, officials and members aware of this new guidance, and ask them to
remember that the umpires are not being over-zealous or ‘bloody-minded’ – they are simply following a
protocol which is sadly necessary in today’s overly litigious society.

